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CAS Mourns the Loss of Long Serving Employee

Staff members at the Simcoe County Children's Aid Society are deeply saddened by the death of Doris Kent, who passed away at Soldiers Memorial Hospital in Orillia, surrounded by her family on Monday, April 14.

Doris was an employee of the agency for over 40 years; first employed in a secretarial position in the 1940's but quickly moved into a family service worker role, working for the majority of her career in the Orillia area. She retired in 1988. For a couple of decades anyway, Doris Kent and CAS Orillia were synonymous, as she was deeply committed to her community and to her work improving the lives of children in Simcoe County. She lived community collaboration and integration without ever using those words to describe it and was well known throughout the social service sector. 
Colleagues remember Doris as someone who epitomized social work; who cared deeply about families, her own and others.  It was recalled by one colleague the importance she placed in getting a family's story recorded, the good and the problems, with real emotions and relationships accurately described.  When asked to describe Doris former colleagues used words like humble, giving, humorous, caring, respectful, and genuine.  She was a role model to many who are still with the Simcoe County CAS.

In fact following her retirement she remained a part of the CAS team as a volunteer, putting in long hours at the office answering phones or assisting as a volunteer driver. Recently, when she joined the foster families in Orillia for a celebration, she was seen headed up the stairs in her high heels to check in with the staff.

The 'Doris Kent Award', presented annually at the Agency recognition event, is indicative of the love and respect people within the CAS had for her.  It "recognizes a member of our community that has made a significant contribution to improving the quality of life for the children of Simcoe County". She was always on hand to present the award and was always grateful that she was still able to do so.  When the recognition event takes place this May there will be a great sense of loss for the agency staff.
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