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             The Children’s Aid Society
 


  of the County of Simcoe

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement From The Simcoe County Children's Aid Society 
BARRIE, ON - December 5, 2006  2:00 pm  - Today a report of the Auditor General of Ontario was tabled in the Legislature addressing some of the practices of four Children's Aid Societies (CAS) in the province.  
Although not part of this audit, the Simcoe County CAS has been part of audit procedures in the past. Audit reviews occur on a regular basis in Children's Aid Societies to determine if service, financial and child-in-care standards are being met. 
"Audits can be opportunities to improve practice," said Executive Director Mary Ballantyne, "child protection is a tough, complex business, especially when you are serving over 11,000 children a year such as we are. But we, as do all CASs, welcome public scrutiny as the well-being of those children is our first priority. We want to know that as well as doing things right we are also doing what is best for children, and if there are things that we need to change to serve children and families better, then we will do so."
The Simcoe County Children's Aid Society acknowledges that there are many standards that workers need to adhere to on a daily basis. On an average file there can be over 100 standards that have to be met, and workers are always aiming to meet them.  Child welfare workers carry high caseloads, and urgent cases coming in the door need to receive the highest priority. 
"Our agency conducted 3,455 investigations, provided service to another 1,704 cases and to 767 children-in-care last year alone. We work to respond quickly to the demand for care for the county's most vulnerable children. If these audits can find ways to meet this critical demand and deliver better and more efficient service to children, then we welcome suggested changes," said Ballantyne.
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For further information contact:

Sue Dale, Director of Communications/Community Relations

(705) 726-6587 ext 361 or sdale@simcoecas.com
· 60 Bell Farm Road, Unit #7, Barrie, Ontario, L4M 5G6 Telephone: (705) 726-6587 or (800) 461-4236  Fax: (705) 726-9788   


Intake Fax: (705) 735-4996   Legal Services Fax: (705) 735-6398

· 344 King Street, Midland, Ontario L4R 3M8 Telephone (705) 526-9341 Fax: (705) 526-3418 

· 186 Hurontario Street, Unit #105, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4T4 Telephone (705) 444-9160, 
 Fax: (705) 445-9601 

· 46 Wellington St.,W, Unit 4,  Alliston, Ontario L9R 2B8  Telephone (705) 435-4348 or (800) 661-5311, Fax: (705) 435-3547

· 94 Colborne St, W., Orillia, Ontario L3V 2Y9 Telephone (705) 325-1005 or  (800) 422-9970, Fax: (705) 325-1519 

· 118 Barrie Street, Box 872, Bradford, Ontario L3Z 2B3 Telephone: (905) 775-4336 or 1-(866) 550-8020, Fax: (905) 775-5325

· World Wide Web:  http://www.simcoecas.com

