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SIMCOE COUNTY CELEBRATES FOSTER PARENTS FOSTER FAMILIES

OCTOBER 21 - 28, 2006

The Simcoe County Children's Aid Society is joined by six municipalities who have proclaimed October 21 – 28, 2006 Foster Family Week. The Children’s Aid Society honours the 186 families who give of themselves to serve children and youth in Simcoe County as foster parents.

Ontario’s Children’s Aid Societies are responsible for the safety and protection of children. While child welfare workers try hard to keep children with their own families, more serious situations sometimes mean a child must be brought into outside care. Children’s needs are best met in a supportive family environment.

By providing short- and long-term temporary homes for vulnerable children, foster parents play a key role in helping these children – many of whom are victims of abuse or mistreatment – feel safe and protected. “Foster parents are a vital support to children in care,” said Chris Wheeler, Director of Resources for Children and Youth with the Simcoe County Children's Aid Society. “The stable and caring home environment that foster families provide helps encourage healthy growth and development.”

Foster parents work in collaboration with Children’s Aid Society staff to develop individual care plans for each child in care, and to provide support to the child’s family. The ultimate goal is to reunite a child with his or her family. When this is not possible, adoption or long-term foster care are considered.

“Foster children are invariably going through a difficult and emotional time. They need the consistency, structure, warmth and acceptance that a good foster family can provide,” said Wheeler. “While the legal responsibility for the child remains with the agency, foster parents play an important role in providing the support network and care essential to the child’s daily life.”

Children’s Aid Societies are always looking for compassionate and capable foster parents. In the fall of 2002, seven Children's Aid Societies in the Greater Toronto Area and Simcoe County launched Homes for Kids - a joint program designed to bring attention to the critical need for an increased number of Foster Homes throughout the area. The Children's Aid Society of Simcoe County in one of these agencies. If you are interested in making a difference in the life of a vulnerable child, please visit www.homesforkids.com or call 1-877-567-KIDS.
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For information or to set up an interview with a foster family in your community contact:
Sue Dale

Director of Communication and Community Relations
705-726-6587 x 361
· 60 Bell Farm Road, Unit #7, Barrie, Ontario, L4M 5G6 Telephone: (705) 726-6587 or (800) 461-4236  Fax: (705) 726-9788   


Intake Fax: (705) 735-4996   Legal Services Fax: (705) 735-6398

· 344 King Street, Midland, Ontario L4R 3M8 Telephone (705) 526-9341 Fax: (705) 526-3418 

· 186 Hurontario Street, Unit #105, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 4T4 Telephone (705) 444-9160, 
 Fax: (705) 445-9601 

· 46 Wellington St.,W, Unit 4,  Alliston, Ontario L9R 2B8  Telephone (705) 435-4348 or (800) 661-5311, Fax: (705) 435-3547

· 94 Colborne St, W., Orillia, Ontario L3V 2Y9 Telephone (705) 325-1005 or  (800) 422-9970, Fax: (705) 325-1519 

· 118 Barrie Street, Box 872, Bradford, Ontario L3Z 2B3 Telephone: (905) 775-4336 or 1-(866) 550-8020, Fax: (905) 775-5325

· World Wide Web:  http://www.simcoecas.com

